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MAESTEG  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH. 


Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Maesteg. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Maesteg 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Vital  Statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  for  the  year  1941. 

The  Report  for  this  year  has  been  curtailed  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  and  therefore 
is  merely  an  outline  of  the  main  conditions  relating  to  the  health 
of  the  district,  and  the  activities  of  the  Department,  sufficient  to 
form  a chain  to  compare  with  records  of  previous  years. 

I \\  ish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  for  their 
helpful  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  to  add 
appreciation  of  the  valuable  assistance  received  from  the 
helpers  at  the  various  Clinics,  who  have  worked  conscientiously 
in  the  interest  of  the  Public  Health  of  your  District. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RALPH  W.  H.  THOMAS, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres  

Assessable  Value  in  1941 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  

Birth-rate  for  1941  

Death-rate  (from  all  causes)  for  1941 
Death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1941 
Death-rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  1941 
Infantile  Morality  for  1941  


0709 

£78,288 

£287 

Per  1000 
18.2 
13.3 
.79 
.04 
79 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  : — 

Total  Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

422  ...  203 

..  219 

Illegitimate  

13  ...  9 

4 

Still- Births  

24  ...  12 

..  12 

Birth  Rate  

18.2 

England  & Wales 

14.2 

Deaths  : — 

Total— 317.  Males — 173.  Females — 144. 

Death  Rate  ...  13.3 

England  & Wales  12.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

— 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis 



0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . 

. 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births 

0.00 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

Legitimate  

• •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

35 

Illegitimate  



1 

Total  



36 

Rate  per  1,000  



79 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

3 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages 


3 

1 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  LAST  20  YEARS 


Year 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1.000 

Infantile 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1.000 

Death 
all  ages 
Rate 
per 
1.000 

Year 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1.000 

Infantile  Death 
Death  all  ages 
Rate  Rate , 

per  per 

1,000  1.000 

1922 

24.5 

125 

14.1 

1932 

16.51 

93 

11.65 

1923 

26.46 

72 

10.13 

1933 

17.54 

71 

12.81 

1924 

25.13 

65 

9.66 

1934 

18.77 

109 

13.03 

1925 

22.31 

92 

11.04 

1935 

18.93 

76 

12.87 

1926 

22.19 

100 

12.61 

1936 

18.33 

79 

13.64 

1927 

18.96 

91 

10.97 

1937 

17.25 

64 

12.52 

1928 

20.80 

66 

11.70 

1938 

18.32 

S8 

12.43 

1929 

19.13 

102 

12.59 

1939 

16.28 

84 

14.58 

1930 

18.17 

65 

10.71 

1940 

18.9 

81 

13.6 

1931 

19.50 

81 

12.2 

1941 

18.2 

79 

13.3 

b* 

0 


Glamorgan  (Administrative  County). 
VITAL  STATISTICS,  1941 


District 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 
Death  Rate 
(per  1,000 
live  Births) 

England  and  Wales  

14.2  .. 

12.9  . 

59 

Urban  Districts — 

Aberdare 

15.2  .. 

15.0  . 

. 61 

Barry  Boro’  

18.2  .. 

13.0  . 

. 43 

Bridgend 

18.0  .. 

12.1  . 

56 

Caerphilly  

21.0  .. 

14.9  . 

. 83 

Cowbridge  

G.8  .. 

15.1  . 

222 

Gelligaer  

19.7  .. 

11.8  . 

. 79 

Glyncorrwg  

21.7  .. 

10.4  . 

. 58 

Llwchwr 

14.3  .. 

12.8  . 

. 36 

MAESTEG  

18.2  .. 

13.3  . 

. 79 

Mountain  Ash  

17.0  .. 

13.2  . 

. 65 

Neath  Boro’  

14.0  .. 

14.0  . 

. 82 

Ogmore  and  Garw 

18.4  .. 

11.7  . 

. 77 

Penarth  

14.6  .. 

15.3  . 

. 4S 

Pontypridd  

17.9  .. 

14.3  . 

74 

Porthcawl  

13.2  .. 

13.5  . 

. 44 

Port  Talbot  Boro’  

16.5  .. 

11.3  . 

. 53 

Rhondda 

00 

o 

15.1  . 

. 80 

Rural  Districts — 

Cardiff  

13.3  .. 

10.3  . 

. 32 

Cowbridge  

17.6  .. 

12.6  . 

. 67 

Gower  

15.6  .. 

14.0  . 

. 39 

Llantrisant  & Llantwit  Fardre 

18.8  .. 

11.8  . 

. 69 

Neath  

16.4  .. 

12.7  . 

. 71 

Penybont  

17.3  .. 

10.5  . 

. 78 

Pontardawe  

14.7  .. 

11.9  . 

. 57 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

95 

88 

0 

Diphtheria  

58 

58 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

3 

0 

Pneumonia  

72 

0 

22 

Erysipelas  

6 

1 

0 

Pulmonary  (and  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis) 

43 

0 

20 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

14 

14 

3 

Measles  

145 

0 

3 

Whooping  Cough  

38 

0 

1 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Cases 

Notified 

Vision 

Treated.  Unim- 

At  Home  In  Hospital  paired 

Vision 

Im- 

paired 

Total 

Blind-  Deaths 
ness 

4 

4 0 4 

0 

0 0 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 


New  Cases.  1 Deaths 


Aged 

Pulmonary 
M F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M F 

Pulmonary 
M F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M F ' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

15 

7 

6 

1 

0 

1 

7 

0 

0 

25 

3 

6 

3 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

35 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

45 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  & upwards 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

17 

18 

5 

3 

9 

10 

0 

1 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  number  of  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  (pulmonary  and  other  forms)  received,  was  43. 
This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  8 on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  17  males  and  18  females.  Non- Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  5 males  and  3 females. 


The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  19.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  was  1. 


0 


The  distribution  of  the  notifications  is  as  follows  : — 


Ward.  Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 


Caerau  8 • • • 2 

Nan  tyffy  lion  9 ...  3 

East  7 ...  0 

West  11  ...  3 

35  ...  8 


43 

Cases  Notified  for  the  Ten  Years  1932-1941. 


1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

43 

51 

63 

51 

33 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

34 

44 

66 

50 

67 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  death  removals,  cures,  altered 
diagnosis,  and  transfers  had  been  adjusted,  there  were  298  cases 
on  the  register,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary . Non- Pulmonary. 


Males  87  ...  56 

Females  90  ...  65 


177  ...  121 

298 

No  special  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  treat- 
ment of  Tuberculosis.  Treatment  of  the  patient  is  left  to  the 
Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance,  who  either  directly  or  through 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  obtains  the  assistance  of  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association. 
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THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 


ft 


No  action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  during  the 

year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 — SECTION  172. 


No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  1941. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 — SECTION  176. 


Power  of  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  the  Prevention  and  Treat 

ment  of  Blindness. 


No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  1941. 
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ANNUAL  RAINFALL. 


The  total  rainfall  for  the  year,  as  registered  at  the  Council’s 
Isolation  Hospital  was  51.47  inches. 

The  rainfall  for  the  past  ten  years  is  as  follows  : — 

Inches. 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 


62.81 

48.81 

69.26 

73.26 
58.07 
49.18 
67.54 
76.33 
63.42 


Distribution 

1941. 

inches. 

1940. 

inches. 

1939. 

inches. 

1938. 

inches. 

January  

4.32 

...  5.26  ... 

9.06  ... 

6.52 

February  

6.10 

...  6.95  ... 

5.50  ... 

2.75 

March 

3.34 

...  4.90  ... 

2.94  ... 

1.97 

April 

1.85 

...  4.54  ... 

6.29  ... 

0.22 

May  

3.52 

...  1.99  ... 

1.17  ... 

7.60 

June 

1.83 

...  0.91  ... 

4.79  ... 

4.68 

July  

4.79 

...  6.88  ... 

13.74  ... 

6.70 

August  

9.52 

...  1.07  ... 

4.36  ... 

6.83 

September  

0.56 

...  4.09  ... 

2.08  ... 

3.96 

October  

5.68 

...  7.93  ... 

4.83  ... 

8.30 

November  

3.48 

...  12.43  ... 

16.86  ... 

10.68 

December 

6.48 

...  6.47  ... 

4.71  ... 

7.33 

Totals  

51.47 

...  63.42  ... 

76.33  ... 

67.54 

11 
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The  heaviest  rainfall  was  during  the  month  of  August— 
9.52  inches. 

The  lightest  rainfall  was  during  the  month  of  September— 
.56  inches. 

The  rainfall  records  of  the  other  districts  in  the  area  of  the 
Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board,  which  is  responsible  for  the  water 
supply  of  the  district,  for  the  year  1941,  are  as  follows  : — 


Month 

Merthyr 

Mawr 

Bridg- 

end 

Schwyll  Brynna 

St.  Black  OgmorePonty- 
Athan  mill  Vale  cymmer 

January  ... 

4.75 

4.65 

3.77 

4.51 

3.99 

3.26 

7.03 

6.20 

February  ... 

4.41 

4.93 

3.55 

4.74 

3.36 

6.09 

7.31 

7.63 

March 

2.89 

2.81 

2.39 

3.10 

2.93 

4.27 

6.04 

4.65 

April 

2.50 

1.77 

1.50 

2.21 

1.73 

2.14 

3.02 

2.51 

May 

2.15 

2.30 

1.91 

2.94 

2.17 

3.77 

5.23 

4.99 

June 

1.90 

1.11 

1.37 

147 

1.34 

1.54 

2.25 

1.78 

July 

4.24 

3.74 

3.93 

3.60 

3.22 

4.72 

5.06 

5.22 

August 

7.26 

7.14 

6.07 

7.21 

6.72 

9.03 

12.13 

10.36 

September 

.72 

.86 

.64 

.67 

.70 

.70 

.90 

.80 

October  ... 

3.53 

3.16 

2.57 

3.76 

3.19 

5.78 

9.56 

7.08 

November 

2.51 

1.81 

2.48 

2.71 

2.20 

3.69 

4.22 

4.07 

December... 

4.65 

4.58 

4.58 

4.42 

3.50 

7.37 

9.84 

8.51 

Totals  . . 

4J.51 

38.86  34.76 

41.34 

35.05 

52.36 

72.59 

63.80 
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INWARD  TRANSFERS— Continued. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


# 


Enteric  Fever. 

There  were  no  deaths. 


Death  Rates. 


1941.  1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.00  0.00 

0.00 

0.00  0.17  0.00 

0.00 

0.00  0.00 
per  1,000. 

Measles. 

There 

were  3 deaths — 1 male,  and  2 

females. 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

Death  Rates. 
1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.12  0.17 

0.00 

0.00  0.00  0.08 

0.00 

0.08  0.00 
per  1,000 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There 

were  no 

deaths. 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

Death  Rates. 
1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.00  0.00 

0.00 

0.04  0.00  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

per 

0.00 

1,000. 

There 

Whooping  Cough. 

was  1 death,  a female. 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

Death  Rates. 

1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.04  0.00 

0.04 

0.04  0.00  0.13 

0.00 

0.00 

per 

0.00 
■ 1,000. 
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Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1930,  1935.  1934.  1933. 

0.00  0.21  0.13  67l3  0 08  0.04  0.04  0.00  0.00 

per  1,000 


influenza. 

There  were  8 deaths — G males  antT*2  females. 

Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  193G. 1935.  1934.  1933. 

0.33  6725  6740  0.09  0.39  0 17  0.33  0.29  1.06 

per  1,000. 


Cerebro  Spina!  Fever. 

There  were  3 deaths,  all  males. 

Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 

o.i2  6x25  0.08  o.09  0.08  o7oo  oToo  0.00  0.00 

per  1,000 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  20  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  during 
1941,  as  follows  : — 


Males.  Females. 


Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  

9 

10 

Tuberculosis — Non-Pidmonary . 

0 ... 

1 

Total  number  of  Deaths 

20 

Comparisons  : — 

1941  1940  1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933 
Pulmonary  ...  19  15  27  12  15  14  20  22  24 

Non-Pulmonary  124313382 
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The  distribution  was  as  follows — 


Ward. 

Pulmonary . 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Caerau  

3 

1 deaths. 

Nantyffyllon  

4 

0 „ 

East  

4 

0 „ 

West  

8 

0 „ 

0 

The  ages  at  death  were  : — 

Non- 

Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

15 

• 8 

0 

25 

5 

0 

35 

2 

0 

45 

1 

0 

55 

1 

0 

65  & upwards 

2 

0 

Death-rates  from 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938. 

1937  .1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 

1932.  1931. 

0.79  0.64  1.20  0.53 

0.66  0.62  0.84  0.91  1.02 

0.61  0.70 
.per  1,000. 

Death-rates  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938. 

1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 

1932.  1931. 

0.04  0.08  0.13  0.13 

0.04  0.13  0.12  0.33  0.08 

0.08  0.20 

per  1,000. 
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Syphilis. 


4 


There  were  no  deaths. 


Death  Rates. 


1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.00  0.00  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

per 

0.04 

1,000. 

Diabetes. 

There  were  3 deaths,  all  females. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

Death  Rates. 
1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.12 

0.04 

0.31 

0.27  0.26  1.23 

0.88 

1.49  1.03 

per  1,000. 

Heart  Disease. 

There 

were  85 

deaths — 41  males  and  44  females. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

Death  Rates. 
1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

3.59 

3.36 

4.54 

3.25  3.08  3.45 

2.77 

3.08  2.92 

per  1,000. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

There 

was  1 death,  a male. 

1941. 

1940 

. 1939. 

Death  Rates. 
1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.04 

0.08 

0.62 

0.89  0.61  0.64 

0.63 

0.37 

per 

0.36 

1,000. 
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Cancer. 


There  31  deaths,  17  males  and  14  females. 


Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 

1.29  0.68  1.21  0.94  0/75  1.23  0.88  1.49  1.03 

per  1 ,000. 


Bronchitis. 

There  were  35  deaths — 19  males  and  16  females. 

Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 

T46  L79  L20  089  0.97  L41  L38  087  04 

per  1,000. 


Pneumonia  (All  Forms). 

There  were  22  deaths — 17  males  and  5 females. 

Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 

Ch92  L10  0.57  0.53  039  0.47  0.54  0.66  0.82 

per  1,000. 


Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

There  were  2 deaths— 1 male  and  1 female. 

Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 

0.08  0.42  0.26  036  030  0.13  0.21  0.08  0.16 

per  1,000, 
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Diarrhoea  under  Two  Years. 

There  were  3 deaths — 2 males  and  1 female. 


« 


Death  Rates. 


1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 


0.12 

0.17 

0.13  0.04  0.04  0.17 

0.16 

0.16 

per 

0.12 

1,000. 

1941. 

Appendicitis. 

There  was  1 death,  a male. 

Death  Rates. 

1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00  0.00  0.04  0.04 

0.00 

0.04  0.20 

per  1,000. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases. 

There 

were  3 deaths — 2 males  and  1 female. 

1941. 

1940. 

Death  Rates. 

1939.  1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.12 

0.17 

0.00  0.18  0.30  0.13 

0.08. 

0.24  0.16 

per  1,000. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis. 

There 

were  5 deaths — 2 males  and  3 females. 

1941. 

1940. 

Death  Rates. 

1939.  1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.21 

0.08 

0.13  0.22  0.13  0.43 

0.33 

0.29 

0.24 

per  1,000. 
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* 


Puerperal  Sepsis. 


There 

were  no 

deaths . 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

Death  Rates. 
1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.00  0.00 

0.00 

0.04  0.04  0.08 

0.00 

0.04 

per 

0.00 

1,000. 

Congenital  Debility, 

Malformation  and  Premature 

Birth 

, etc. 

There 

were  10  deaths— 5 males  and  5 females. 

Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.41  0.46 

0.57 

0.98  0.92  1.02 

0.58 

1.04  0.49 

per  1,000. 

Suicide. 

There 

was  1 death,  a male. 

Death  Rates. 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.04  0.08 

0.08 

0.09  0.04  0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

per 

0.08 

1,000. 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence. 

There 

were  11 

deaths — 8 males  and  3 females. 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

Death  Rates. 
1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.45  0.93 

0.22 

0.40  0.48  0.47 

0.54 

0.29  0.45 

per  1,000. 

Total  death-rate  from  violence  of  all  forms:— 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

0.49  1.01 

0.30 

0.49  0.52  0.51 

0.58 

0.33  0.54 

per  1,000. 
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4 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the 


year  were  : — 

1041 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

15/86 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

20 

17 

31 

15 

15 

17 

23 

30 

26 

Cancer  

31 

16 

29 

21 

17 

28 

21 

36 

25 

Heart  Disease  

85 

79 

102 

73 

69 

81 

66 

74 

71 

Bronchitis  

35 

42 

27 

20 

22 

33 

33 

21 

29 

Congenital  Debility,  Pre- 
Mature  Birth,  etc. 

10 

11 

13 

22 

21 

24 

14 

25 

12 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Urban  District 
of  Maesteg  from  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  since  1922  : 

Year. 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

e3 

8 

o 

Total  Zymotic 
Deaths. 

1922 

..  0 

14 

2 

9 

3 

0 

13 

41 

1923 

..  0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

6 

11 

1924 

..  0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

6 

13 

1925 

..  0 

12 

0 

13 

3 

0 

9 

37 

1926 

..  0 

0 

0 

1 

11 

0 

5 

17 

1927 

..  0 

0 

2 

12 

3 

0 

6 

23 

1928 

..  0 

11 

2 

0 

7 

0 

2 

22 

1929 

..  0 

3 

2 

2 

4 

0 

2 

13 

1930 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

5 

11 

1931 

..  0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

6 

1932 

..  0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

3 

10 

1933 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

4 

1934 

..  0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

1935 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

5 

1936 

..  0 

2 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 

10 

1937 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

7 

1938 

..  0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

1 

6 

1939 

..  0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

4 

8 

1940 

..  0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

0 

4 

13 

1941 

..  0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

7 

23 


DEATHS  AMONGST  INFANTS. 

During  the  year,  36  children  died  before  attaining  the  age 
of  one  year.  The  death  rate,  which  for  infants  is  always  recorded 
as  so  many  per  thousand  births  registered,  as  distinct  from  so 
many  of  the  population  is  a true  rate,  as  it  is  based  on  actual 
figures.  The  36  deaths  gave  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  70  per 
thousand  births  registered. 

The  distribution  of  the  36  Infant  Deaths  was  as  follows  : 

Ward.  Number  of  Deaths. 

Caerau 0 

Nantyffyllon  9 

East  8 

West  10 — 36 


INFANT  MORTALITY  1941. 


Causes  of  Deaths  at  various  ages  under  1 year. 


Sex. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Age. 

Female. 

la. 

Icterus  Neonatorum 

• • • 

...  6 days 

b. 

Prematurity.... 

. . . 

Male. 

..  la. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

...  2 months 

Female. 

la. 

Prematurity  ... 

...  4 hours 

Male. 

la. 

Cardiac  Failure 

...  6 months 

b. 

Acute  Bronchitis 

Female. 

la. 

Premature  Birth 

...  3 hours 

Male. 

..  la. 

Gastro  Enteritis 

...  4 months 

Female. 

..  la. 

Cardiac  Failure 

...  11  months 

b. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

Male. 

la. 

Convulsions  . . . 

...  3 months 

b. 

Acute  Bronchitis 

Male. 

..  la. 

Prematurity  (Seven  months) 

...  5 days 

Female.  . 

la. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

...  11  months 

b. 

Influenza 

Male.  . 

..  la. 

Convulsions  . . . 

...  2 months 

b. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

. . . 

Male. 

..  la. 

Convulsions  ... 

...  5 months 

b. 

Acute  Bronchitis 

Male.  . 

la. 

Convulsions  . . . 

2 months 

b. 

Gastritis 

Male. 

..  la. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

...  2 weeks 

Female.  . 

la. 

Convulsions  ... 

...  1 month 

b. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea 

• • • 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  1941,-Continued. 


Sex. 

Cause  of  death. 

Age. 

Male.  .. 

. fa. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

6 months 

Female.  .. 

. la. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . . 

...  1 month 

b. 

Measles 

... 

Male. 

la. 

Prematurity  ... 

1 day 

Female.  .. 

la. 

Convulsions  ... 

...  10  months 

b. 

Toxaemia 

... 

c. 

Cellulitis  of  Scalp 

• . . 

Female.  .. 

la. 

Premature  Birth 

1 day 

Female.  ... 

la. 

Convulsions  ... 

...  3 months 

b. 

Congenital  Malformation  of  Heart 

Female.  ... 

la. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

...  9 months 

b. 

Measles 

Male. 

la. 

Inanition 

3 days. 

. . . 

b. 

Premature  Birth 

... 

2. 

Twin  Birth  ... 

Male. 

la. 

Prematurity  ... 

1 day 

Female.  ... 

la. 

Convulsions  ... 

...  4 months 

b. 

Acute  Bronchitis 

Female.  ... 

la. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

...  5 months 

Male. 

Convulsions  clue  to  Broncho 

Pneumonia  (P.M.)  ... 

...  4 months 

Male. 

la. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

...  5 months 

Male. 

Convulsions  due  to  early  Pneu- 

monia  aggravated  by 

a con- 

dition  of  enlarged  Thymus  P.M.  4 months 

Female.  ... 

la. 

Convulsions  ... 

...  7 months 

b. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . . 

Female.  ... 

Asphyxia  due  to  obstruction  of 

breathing  through  nose  and 

mouth  due  to  want  of 

atten- 

tion  at  Birth.  Accidental 

(In- 

quest  Case) ... 

1 minute 

Male. 

la. 

Convulsions 

...  4 months 

... 

b. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

Male. 

la. 

Acute  Broncho  Pneumonia 

3 months 

... 

2. 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

(P.M.) 

Male. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

(P.M.)  2 months 

Male. 

la. 

Convulsions  ... 

...  2 weeks 

b. 

Acute  Bronchitis 

Male. 

la. 

Convulsions  . . . 

10  months 

b. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . . 

f • • 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres.  There  are  three  Tnfant  Welfare 
Centres  holding  regular  sessions  in  the  district.  One  Centre 
serves  the  Caerau  Ward  and  another  is  situated  in  Nantyffyllon 
and  meets  on  alternative  weeks.  The  Main  Clinic  is  held  weekly 
in  the  Council’s  New  Central  Clinic  premises,  where  ample  accom- 
odation and  every  facility  is  available.  This  Clinic  meets  the 
needs  of  those  persons  living  in  the  East  and  West  Wards. 


The  total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the 
Centres  during  the  year,  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first  attend- 
ance, were  : — 


(i)  Under  1 year  of  age  ... 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 


2G0 
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The  total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  were  : — - 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age  ...  •••  •••  “04 

(ii)  Over  1 year  of  age  ...  •••  •••  ^18 


Health  visiting.  The  following  is  a record  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  our  Health  Visitors,  and  the  general  results  for  1941: 


Visits  : — 

(i)  To  expectant  mothers  First  Visits  171 

Tc  tal  Visits  438 

(ii)  To  children  under  1 yr.  of  age  First  Visits  432 

Total  Visits  2,409 

(iii)  To  children  between  the  ages 

of  1 and  5 years  ...  Total  Visits  3,301 
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ANTENATAL  SERVICES. 

There  are  two  Clinics  provided  by  the  Council  at  which 
attendances  are  confined  to  expectant  mothers. 

The  total  number  of  women  who  attended  at  the  Clinics 
during  the  year  was  240. 

The  co-operation  of  the  local  Midwives  and  Medical  Prac- 
titioners has  enhanced  the  value  of  this  service. 

PROVISION  FOR  DENTAL,  IlYE  AND 
ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

The  Council  have  provided  for  the  Dental,  Eye  and 
Orthopaedic  treatment  of  children  and  mothers  attending  the 
maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  under  a scheme  existing 
between  the  County  Council  and  this  Council. 

MATERNITY  HOME. 

Accomodation.  The  accomodation  for  patients  remains 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  allocation  of  beds  is  as 
follows  : — 

Number  of  maternity  beds  in  the  Institution 
(exclusive  of  isolation  and  labour  beds)  8 

Number  of  beds  included  under  above  which 
have  been  allocated  to,  and  reserved  for, 
expectant  mothers  in  need  of  hospital 
treatment  ...  ..  1 


Admissions.  The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted 
during  the  year  was  149.  Of  these  admissions,  18  were  attended 
by  Doctors  and  131  by  the  Staff  of  the  Home,  the  patients  living 
within  the  district  being  attended  by  their  own  Doctors,  and 
those  living  outside,  by  the  Medical  Superintendent. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS,  1907  AND  1915. 


All  births  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under 
the  above  Acts,  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  soon  as  the 
Doctor  or  Midwife  has  ceased  to  attend.  Infants  are  visited 
monthly  during  the  first  year  ; more  frequent  visits  being  made 
in  the  case  of  delicate  babies.  Children  over  12  months  are 
visited,  as  far  as  possible,  every  six  months  until  they  commence 
attending  school. 


CHILDREN  ACT,  1908. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  officer  to  whom  notices 
required  by  the  Children’s  Act,  1908,  shall  be  sent,  and  the 
Council’s  Health  Visitors  have  been  appointed  Infant  Protection 
Visitors  under  the  Act.  No  contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  part  of  the  Act  was  reported  during  the  year. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  eight  groups  of  schools,  together  with  the  Sec- 
ondary School,  within  the  district. 

The  County  Council  employ  two  artisans  to  attend  to  all 
repairs.  In  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  steps  are  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  school  authorities  to  exclude  all  scholars 
who  have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  school  children  is  provided  by 
the  County  Council,  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic, 
Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  population  consists  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  and  much  has  been  done  toward  providing  for  them, 
and  for  all  inhabitants,  social  amenities.  At  the  lower  end  of  the 
district  are  the  Miners’  Welfare  Grounds.  Here  the  provisions 
include  a children’s  playground,  a fine  swimming  bath,  well  laid 
tennis  courts  and  bowling  green,  cricket  and  football  fields,  with 
the  additional  advantage  of  a commodious  pavilion. 
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In  the  central  district  the  New  Park  was  opened  in  1924. 
Provision  has  been  made  for  a children’s  playground,  and  there 
are  tennis  courts  and  a bowling  green  of  excellent  quality.  The 
flower  beds  are  well  planned  and  excellently  laid.  There  is  a 
spacious  pavilion,  and  the  large  and  convenient  amphitheatre  is 
most  suitable  for  the  holding  of  open-air  concerts  and  similar 
functions.  A great  need  has  also  been  met  by  the  opening  of  an 
open-air  swimming  bath  in  this  central  district. 

In  the  Caerau  district  there  is  a Miners’  Welfare  Park,  and 
here  also  arc  well  laid  tennis  courts,  bowling  green  and  a children’s 
playground  and  flower  beds. 

In  addition  to  the  town’s  football  and  cricket  clubs,  there 
are  teams  at  both  ends  of  the  district,  all  with  their  playing  fields. 
Much  progress  has  been  made  with  physical  culture  also,  and  there 
are  classes  held  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

Each  of  the  districts  has  a w^ell-equipped  Workmen’s 
Library  and  Institute.  These  are  maintained  by  funds  collected 
and  subscribed  to  by  the  miners.  These  seven  places  consist  of 
reading  rooms,  lending  libraries,  billiard  rooms,  gymnasiums, 
lecture  rooms,  etc.,  with  rooms  also  for  other  games,  including 
those  for  older  workmen.  These  institutes  are  busy  centres,  full 
advantage  being  taken  of  the  opportunities  afforded . 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospital  provided  or  subsidised  by  Local  Authority  or 
County  Council  : — 

(1)  Poor  Law. — fror  Poor  Law  purposes  Maesteg  is 
divided  into  two  districts,  a Relieving  Officer  serving  each  district. 

(2)  Tuberculosis. — -Institutions  maintained  by  the  Glam- 
organ County  Council  and  the  Welsh  Memorial  Association  are 
available  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

(3)  Maternity.- — A private  residence  within  the  district 
has  been  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority  and  converted  into  a 
Maternity  Home.  Patients  are  admitted  on  payment  of  fees,  but 
in  exceptional  cases  a reduced  fee  or  free  admission  is  granted. 
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(4)  Children.-  —The  Glamorgan  County  Council  provides 
for  the  care  and  treatment  of  deformed  and  mentally  defective 
children.  Orthopaedic  cases  are  also  dealt  with  at  the  School 
Clinic  in  connection  with  our  Child  Welfare  scheme,  the  arrange- 
ment being  brought  about  by  the  kind  services  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Colston  Williams. 

(5)  Fever.— The  Isolation  Hospital  is  maintained  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  is  situated  in  a favourable  position  within 
the  district  at  an  altitude  of  650  feet  above  sea-level,  and  will 
accommodate  20  Diphtheria  and  20  Scarlet  Fever  patients. 
There  is  also  a block  for  the  reception  of  Puerperal  cases. 

(6)  Small  Pox  . — The  Local  Authority  is  now  a constit- 
uent member  of  the  Ogmore  Small  Pox  Hospital  Committee,  and 
any  case  that  may  occur  will  be  removed  to  that  Committee’s 
Hospital  at  Cefn  Hirgoed. 

(7)  General. — The  Maesteg  General  Hospital  is  maintained 
by  public  subscriptions,  and  is  an  excellent  institution  of  its  kind. 
The  equipment  is  well  up  to  modern  requirements,  and  the  oper- 
ating theatre  compares  very  favourably  with  those  of  much  larger 
institutions.  There  is  accommodation  for  44  patients. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 

MOTHERS. 

The  Public  Assistance  Infirmary  at  Pontypridd  provides 
for  the  admission  of  unmarried  mothers  to  the  Maternity  Ward. 
Provision  is  made  at  the  Cottage  Homes,  Bridgend,  by  the  Assist- 
ance Committee,  for  illegitimate  and  homeless  children. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(а)  For  Infectious  Diseases.— A Motor  Ambulance  is 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  removal  of  Infectious 
Diseasos  Cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(б)  For  Non- Infectious  and  Accident  Cases.— A Motor 
Ambulance  is  provided  in  connection  with  the  General  Hospital, 
Maesteg,  and  is  garaged  at  the  Hospital. 
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CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  provided  (as 
reported  elsewhere)  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  County  Council 
provides  a School  Clinic,  and  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Assoc- 
iation a Clinic  for  Tuberculosis.  There  are  three  Venereal  Dis- 
eases Clinics  available  for  the  district.  They  are  provided  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council,  and  are  situated  at  Barry,  Port 
Talbot  and  Pontypridd. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

All  Bacterioligical  and  Chemical  Work  is  carried  out  by  an 
arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Lab- 
oratory, Cardiff. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  specimens  exam- 
ined at  the  Laboratory  during  1941  : — 

Water  (Bacteriologically)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  (Bacteriologically)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Designated  Milk  Pasteurised  (Bacteriologically)  ...  5 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  (Throat,  Nasal  & Ear)  774 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fluid  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  •••  •••  ...  ...  ...  796 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  following  are  the  “ Adoptive  ” Acts  in  force  within 
the  district  : — 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (except  Part 
IV  thereof). 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  2 3 4 
5,  6 and  10. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts,  2,  3,  4 and  5. 
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BYE  LAWS. 

Bye-laws  in  respect  of  the  undermentioned  are  in  force 
within  the  district  : — 


1. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

2. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

3. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

4. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

5. 

Keeping  of  Animals. 

6. 

Cleansing  of  Footways,  Privies,  etc. 

7. 

Tallow  Melters. 

8. 

Omnibuses. 

9. 

Markets. 

10. 

Cowsheds,  Milkshops  and  Dairies. 

SANITARY 

CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  ADMINISTRATION. 

Maesteg 

is  a constituent  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water 

Board,  and  the  water  supply  to  this  district  is  entirely  in  its  hands 
Trunk  mains  link  up  the  water  supply  throughout  the  Mid-Glam- 
organ Area. 

An  adequate  water  supply  has  been  maintained  through- 
out the  district  during  the  year. 

War  restrictions  have  not  allowed  the  Board  to  carry  out 
any  major  works.  However,  during  the  year,  Chlorination 
plants  have  been  installed  for  the  treatment  of  water  at  upland 
sources  at  various  points  covered  by  the  Board.  The  plants 
have  been  installed  in  concrete  houses,  and  are  functioning 
satisfactorily. 


SWIMMING  BATHS. 

The  Swimming  Pools  at  Garth  and  Maesteg  are  greatly  used 
by  the  community,  and  are  undoubtedly,  a boon  to  the  district. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  method  of  refuse  collection  has  not  been  changed 
during  the  year  under  review. 
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HIGHWAYS. 


Although  work  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of 
Highways  has  had  to  be  considerably  curtailed,  it  was  possible 
during  the  year  to  widen  and  resurface  the  major  portion  of  Heol 
Fain,  an  improvement  which  was  long  overdue. 

PRIVATE  STREETS. 

No  private  streets  were  made  up  during  the  year,  war 
conditions  having  necessitated  the  curtailment  of  this  work. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  report  with  regard  to  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works,  it  would  appear  that  little,  if  any,  improve- 
ments can  be  carried  out  during  the  present  state  of  emergency. 

BRITISH  RESTAURANT. 

A British  Restaurant  was  opened  in  the  Masonic  Hall  in 
Maesteg  during  the  year  under  review,  and  is  being  well  patron- 
ised. 


Plans  and  Estimates  are  now  being  prepared  for  a British 
Restaurant  for  the  Caerau  district,  Avhich  will  undoubtedly  prove 
a boon  to  the  inhabitants. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 


1.  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil. 

2.  By  other  persons  or  bodies  ...  Nil. 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 

1.  Under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  178. 

2.  Other  Powers  ...  ...  15. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  AS  TO  HOUSING 
CONDITIONS. 


The  Housing  conditions  reported  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  last  year  remain  substantially  the  same. 

Individual  owners  have  experienced  considerable  difficulty 
in  securing  labour  and  materials  to  execute  the  works  they  were 
called  upon  to  carry  out,  consequently  a great  deal  of  delay  is 
experienced  in  the  execution  of  housing  repairs. 

Oases  of  overcrowding  brought  to  your  notice  during  the 
year  Avere  difficult  to  remedy  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  and 
also  to  the  influx  of  persons  from  other  districts. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  has  not 
permitted  the  problems  of  unfit  houses  and  overcrowding  to  be 
seriously  faced,  and  given  the  attention  which  they  merit. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY 
DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1941. 


Inspections  made  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  246 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  investigated  ...  ...  167 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  60 

,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

,,  Ice  Cream  Shops 

,,  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  30 

,,  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

,,  Slaughterhouses  & Slaughtering  ...  ...  306 


In  all,  82  Informal  Notices  were  served,  and  to  enforce 
compliance  it  was  necessary  to  serve  21  Abatement  Notices. 

Twenty-eight  Notices  under  Section  138  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  to  provide  dwellings  with  a sufficient  supply  of 
water,  were  served  on  the  owners.  When  the  owners  fail  to 
comply,  the  Water  Board  is  called  upon  to  do  the  work,  the  owners 
being  charged  with  the  cost. 
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RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  RESTRICTIONS 
(AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1933.  (SECTION  12) 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  above  Act. 


ERADICATION  OF  BEDBUGS. 

Dwellings  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  were  dealt  with 
by  spraying  with  liquid  insecticide,  and  the  use  of  sulphur  dioxide 
gas. 

All  possible  assistance  and  advice  as  to  the  most  effective 
methods  of  freeing  homes  and  belongings,  is  readily  given  to 
occupiers  of  premises  troubled  with  these  pests. 

RODENT  PESTS — RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

During  the  year,  57  premises,  excluding  tips,  cnlverts, 
sewers  and  slaughterhouses  were  dealt  with. 

When  complaints  are  received  investigations  are  made  at 
the  complainants’  and  adjoining  premises.  Suitable  Poison  Baits 
are  supplied  and  assistance  and  advice  given  in  any  case  presenting 
features  of  special  difficulty. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  a notification  of  infectious 
disease  the  premises  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  At 
these  visits  arrangements  are  made  for  the  removal  of  the  case  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  or  alternatively  for  the  efficient  isolation 
of  the  patient.  The  circumstances  in  connection  with  the  case, 
such  as  occupation  or  school  of  patient  and  contacts,  sources  of 
water  supply  and  milk  supply,  probable  source  of  infection,  etc., 
are  entered  on  individual  record  cards.  Instructions  are  given 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection,  and  in  the  case  of  scholars,  the 
patient  and  contacts  are  at  once  excluded  from  school.  The 
dwelling  house  is  also  inspected  for  the  existence  of  any  nuisance 
that  may  be  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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After  removal,  the  infected  rooms  are  immediately  dis- 
infected, but  when  the  patient  is  isolated  at  home,  not  until  the 
termination  of  the  illness  ; Sufficient  disinfectants  are  also  left 
with  the  householder.  Where  necessary,  infected  clothing,  bedd- 
ing, etc.,  is  removed  and  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s  steam  dis- 
infector at  t-he  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  all,  479  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received 
the  number  of  cases  notified  showed  a decrease  on  the  previous 
year. 

During  the  53  weeks  ended  January  3rd,  1942,  the  follow- 
ing cases  were  notified  : — 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Cases  notified 


1941.  1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

95  62 

67 

93 

31 

24 

31 

48 

81 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Cases 

notified 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

58  137 

100 

216 

83 

31 

34 

23 

37 

PNEUMONIA.- 

-Cases  notified 

: — 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

72  35 

28  " 

21 

25 

19 

33 

35 

36 

PUERPERAL 

PYREXIA.— Cases  notified 

1941.  1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

3 6 

5 

7 

1 

4 

7 

6 

5 

MEASLES.— Cases  notified 

1941.  1940.  

145  790 

WHOOPING  COUGH.— Cases  notified 

1941.  1940. 

38  7 


3G 


ERYSIPELAS.  Cases  notified 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933. 


6 9 5 8 7 9 

5 

18 

4 

TUBERCULOSIS. — (all  forms).Cases  notified 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

43  51  63  51  33  34 

44 

66 

48 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— Cases  notified 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

4 2 1 2 0 1 

2 

2 

6 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER.— Cases  notified 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936. 

■ 

■ 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

14  24  1 0 0 0 0 0 1 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  each  month  in  their  respective  wards  during  the  53  weeks 
ended  January  3rd,  1942  : — 


CAERAU  WARD. 


Month 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

S.S 

2ft 

Ph 

i 

Erysipelas 

: 

Tubercolosis 
Pulmonary  1 

Tubercolosis 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro- 
spinal Fever 

December 
(29th— 31st)  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

January 

. 5 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

February 

. 1 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

March  

. 1 

0 

2 

0 

7 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

April  

. 4 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

• 0 

0 

1 

May  

. 0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

June  

. 2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

July  

. 4 

4 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

August  

. 0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

September 

. 2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

October 

. 2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

November 

. 3 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

December 

. 1 

0 

0 

5 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

January 
(1st — 3rd) 

. 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals.. 

.25 

9 

5 

14 

25 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

5 

NANTYFFYLLON  WARD. 


Month 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Erysipelas  | 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro- Spinal 
Fever 

December 
(29th— 31st)  ... 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

January 

2 

13 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

February 

1 

4 

0 

0 

11 

0 

i 

2 

0 

0 

0 

March  

1 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

April  

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

May  

4 

8 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

June  

0 

6 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

July  

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*1 

1 

August  

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

September 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

October 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

November 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

December 

1 

0 

3 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

January 
(1st — 3rd) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals... 

14 

38 

5 

20 

26 

1 

3 

9 

3 

3 

4 

38 


EAST  WARD. 


Month 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

5 

*55 

0 

tH 

Pd 

15 

Sh 

0 

Qh 

t-4 

0 

3 

Pd 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro-Spinal  ; 
Fever 

December 
(29th— 31st)  ... 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

January 

1 

8 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

February 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

March  

1 

4 

3 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

April  

1 

10 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

May  

1 

12 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

June  

2 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

July  

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

August  

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

September 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

October 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

November 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

December 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

January 
(1st — 3rd) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals... 

19 

43 

11 

12 

7 

1 

1 

7 

0 

0 

3 

39 


WEST  WARD 


Month 

Scarlet  F ever  1 

i 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

December 
(29th— 31st)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

January 

2 

8 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

February 

4 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

March  

4 

5 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

April  

2 

10 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

May  

4 

17 

4 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

June  

2 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

July  

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

August  

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

September 

4 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

October 

5 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

November 

6 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

December 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

January 
(1st — 3rd) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals... 

37 

55 

17 

12 

14 

0 

1 

11 

3 

0 

2 

40 


« 


SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 
53  WEEKS  ENDED  JANUARY  3rd,  1942. 


Wards. 


C'aerau  ... 

..  25 

9 

5 

14 

25 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

5 

Nantyffyllon  ., 

..  14 

38 

5 

20 

26 

1 

O 

O 

9 

3 

3 

4 

East 

..  19 

43 

11 

12 

7 

l 

1 

7 

0 

0 

3 

West  

..  37 

55 

17 

12 

14 

0 

1 

11 

3 

0 

2 

Totals. 

..  95 

145 

38 

58 

72 

3 

6 

35 

8 

4 

14 

41 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infec- 
tious Diseases  notified,  and  the  number  removed  to  Hospital  for 
isolation  during  the  year  1941,  and  for  the  ten  previous  years. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year,  the  work  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
was  continued.  The  Welsh  Board  of  Health  supplies  Alum- 
Precipitated  Toxoid  free  of  charge. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  age  group  of 
the  children  immunised  during  the  year  : — 

Age  5 years 

Age  under  5 and  over,  but 
years.  under  15. 

Number  of  Children  who  at 
the  31st  December,  1941,  had 
received  a full  course  of  Immun- 


isation 

341 

1110 

Table 

showing  the  number  of 

cases,  and  incidence  of  the 

Notifiable  Diseases  in  the 

Urban  District 

of  Maesteg 

since  1920. 

Incidence 

Incidence 

per  1,000  of 

per  1,000  of 

Year. 

Population 

Year. 

Population 

1920  ... 

21.10 

1931 

9.07 

1921  ... 

11.65 

1932 

10.81 

1922  ... 

9.15 

1933 

9.00 

1923  ... 

5.11 

1934 

8.37 

1924  ... 

10.06 

1935 

6.56 

1925  ... 

13.50 

1936 

5.25 

1926  ... 

9.58 

1937 

8.56 

1927  ... 

19.21 

1938 

17.74 

1928  ... 

21.50 

1939 

11.73 

1929  ... 

20.47 

1940 

48.03 

1930  ... 

23.05 

1941 

. ...  20.03 
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SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

Llie  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  to 
retail  graded  milks  within  the  area  of  the  Council,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Order  : — 

Two  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  milk  as  “ Tuberculin 
Tested.” 

Seven  Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised.” 
One  Pasteuriser’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  “Pasteurised.” 
All  this  milk  is  produced  outside  the  Council  areu. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

Twelve  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 

The  results,  on  the  whole,  were  reasonably  satisfactory. 

The  local  milk  producers  and  milk  vendors  continue  to 
co-operate  with  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Staff  in  their  efforts  to 
improve  the  standard  of  milk  in  this  town. 

Retail  Purveyors. 

The  number  of  Retail  Purveyors  in  Maesteg  is  67. 

Producers. 

The  number  of  registered  Milk  Producers  in  this  area  is  27. 

MEAT. 

Meat  inspection  was  carried  out  at  the  two  Slaughter- 
houses taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  also  at  the  Butchers’ 
shops  and  Meat  stalls  in  the  District. 

The  inspection  of  Meat  has  become  more  efficient  since  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  human  food  was  prohibited  except  on 
premises  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry.  In  being  able  to  concen- 
trate on  centralised  premises,  illicit  slaughtering  has  been  reduced 
to  a minimum.  Before  the  war,  surrender  of  unsound  food  may 
have  resulted  in  financial  loss,  now  it  means  a replacement  of 
food,  removed  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 
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T hope  that  wo  do  not  revert  to  the  old  system  of  several 
private  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  area,  resulting  in  diffi- 
culty  in  carrying-out  satisfactory  inspections. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  amount  of  meat,  con- 
demned and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  during 
the  year  : — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

716 

568 

8421 

296 

Number  inspected 

700 

550 

8300 

290 

Ail  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  ’condemned 

0 

0 

12 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

140 

0 

718 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis. 

20 

0 

8.79 

1.74 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

83 

0 

0 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

12.14 

0 

0 

0.34 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 


Seventeen  slaughter-men  were  given  licences  during  the 

year. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  were  two  Slaughter-houses  in  use  during  the  year, 
viz.,  the  one  situated  at  rear  of  No.  263  Bridgend  Road,  and  the 
other  at  the  rear  of  No.  48  Commercial  Street,  both  Slaughter- 
houses being  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  MEAT  AND  THE  OTHER  FOODS 


CONDEMNED 

DURING 

THE  YEAR  ENDED 

Description. 

DECEMBER 

31st,  1941. 

Reason  for  Approximate 

Condemnation.  Weiqht. 

lbs. 

2 Bovine  Carcases 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1,175 

32  Bovine  Heads 

Tuberculosis  ... 

960 

18  Bovine  Livers 

Tuberculosis  ... 

180 

68  Bovine  Lungs 

Tuberculosis  ... 

340 

1 Pig’s  Head 

Tuberculosis  ... 

12 

33  Bovine  Lungs 

Hydated  Cysts 

165 

20  Bovine  Livers 

Hydated  Cysts 

200 

27  Sheep  Plucks 

Hydated  Cysts 

81 

86  Bovine  Livers 

Liver  Fluke  & Cirrhosis 

860 

68  Sheep  Plucks 
1 Pig’s  Pluck 

Liver  Fluke  & Cirrhosis 

204 

Liver  Fluke  & Cirrhosis 

3 

2 Pigs’  Livers 

Liver  Fluke  & Cirrhosis 

8 

6 Bovine  Lungs 

Parasitic  Diseases 

30 

1 Bovine  Liver 

Parasitic  Diseases 

10 

613  Sheep  Plucks 

Parasitic  Diseases 

1839 

1 Bovine  Liver 

Abscesses 

10 

12  Sheep  Carcases 

Parasitic  Diseases  & 

Emaciation... 

269 

12  Pigs’  Plucks 
9 Pigs’  Heads 

Decomposition 

60 

Decomposition 

119 

1 Carcase  of  Pork 

Moribund 

58 

62|  lbs.  of  Pork 

• 

Bruisecf 

624 

74  lbs.  of  Mutton 

Bruised 

74 

471  lbs.  of  Beef 

Bruising  and 

Decomposition 

471 

156  lbs.  of  Beef 

... 

. . . 

Tuberculosis  ... 

156 
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Summary  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned— continued. 


Description 


Reason  for 
Condemnation 


Approximate 

Weight. 

lbs. 


313  lbs.  of  Bacon 
14  lbs.  of  Black  Sausage 
39  lbs.  of  Brawn 
294  lbs.  of  Beef  Roll 
474  lbs.  of  Sausages 
210  lbs.  of  Haddock... 

21  lbs.  of  Cod 

10 — One  lb.  Jars  of  Apricot 

Jam  ... 

6 — Two  lb.  Jars  of  Apricot 

Jam  .. 

2|  lbs.  of  Butter  ... 

28  lbs.  of  Margarine 
03  lbs.  of  Cheese 

12  lbs.  of  Laver  bread 
1 Tin  of  Corned  Beef 
1 Jar  of  Potted  Paste 

29  Tins  of  Canned  Food 


Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Mould 

Mould 

Decomposition 
Decomposition 
Decomposition 
Decomposition 
Decomposition 
Decomposition 
Blown  Tins  .. 


313 

14 

39 

294 

474 

210 

•21 

10 


12 

2f 

28 

63 

12 

6 

i 

4 
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The  total  quantity  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  surrendered 
and  destroyed  annually  during  the  past  twelve  years  is  given 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

1941  ... 

3 

17 

0 

1 

1940  ... 

2 

17 

o 

Lt 

14 

1939  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1938  ... 

2 

8 

1 

7 

1937  ... 

2 

13 

3 

9 

1936  ... 

2 

10 

0 

13 

1935  ... 

3 

2 

3 

9 

1934  ... 

4 

12 

1 

24 

1933  ... 

3 

15 

0 

24 

1932  ... 

3 

0 

3 

6 

1931  ... 

2 

10 

3 

5 

1930  ... 

1 

17 

3 

4 

Total 

35 

9 

0 

5 
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THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT. 


♦ 


Sampling  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  is  undertaken 
by  the  Police,  and  I am  indebted  to  Police  Superintendent  William 
C.  May  of  Bridgend,  for  the  following  summary  of  the  articles 
sampled  under  the  above  Act,  together  with  the  results  of  the 
analysis  : — 


Articles  A nalysed. 

Total  Samples. 

Genuine. 

New  Milk  ... 

21 

19 

Butter 

5 

5 

Margarine  ... 

5 

5 

Cooking  Fat 

3 

3 

Cheese 

2 

2 

Luncheon  Sausage  ... 

1 

1 

Lard 

2 

2 

Tea 

2 

2 

Cocoa 

1 

l 

Custard  Powder 

1 

1 

Meat  Roll 

1 

1 

Tinned  Mutton 

1 

l 

Cake 

1 

1 

Flour 

2 

2 

Egg  Substitute 

1 

1 

Totals 

49 

47 

As  a result  of  the  analysis  of  the  above  mentioned  samples, 
there  were  two  prosecutions  for  selling  new  milk  containing  lb}  0 
and  17}%  added  water.  In  both  cases,  the  defendants  were 
fined  and  ordered  to  pay  costs. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  MAESTEG  URBAN  DISTRICT, 
1941  (CIVILIANS  ONLY.) 


Causes  of  Death. 

ALL  CAUSES  

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2.  Measles 

3.  Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Diphtheria 

7.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

8.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

9.  Syphilis 

10.  Influenza  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

11.  Acute  Polio -myelitis  & polio  encephalitis  ... 

12.  Acute  inf.  encephalitis  ... 

13.  Cancer 

14.  Diabetes 

15.  Intra- cranial  vascular  lesions 

16.  Heart  Diseases... 

17.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

18.  Bronchitis 

19.  Pneumonia 

20.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

21.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

22.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

23.  Appendicitis 

24.  Other  digestive  diseases 

25.  Nephritis 

26.  Puerperal  sepsis 

27.  Other  Maternal  causes  ... 

28.  Premature  birth 

29.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  in].,  infant  dis. 

30.  Suicide 

31.  Road  traffic  accidents 

32.  Other  violent  causes 

33.  All  other  causes 


M. 

173  . 

0 . 
1 . 

3 . 
0 

0 

0 

9 . 

0 . 
0 . 
6 . 
0 
0 
17 

0 . 
17 
41 
1 

19 
17 

1 

0 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

4 
1 
1 
2 
6 

20 


F. 

144 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1' 

0 

10 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

14 

3 

20 

44 

0 

16 

5 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 
0 
0 

4 
1 
0 
0 
3 

12 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year  : — 
Total 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

Live  Births  : — 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths  : — 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 


21  ...  15 

20  ...  15 

1 ...  0 


223  ...  232 

214  ...  227 

9 ...  5 


12  ...  12 

12  ...  12 

0 ...  0 
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